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Fresh and light-filled, this delightful  
late-Victorian style Queenslander evokes 
feelings of nostalgia, while its minimalist 
undertones give it a contemporary twist.

a r t i s a n  
a l l u r e
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Q U I E T H AV EN
Light-filled and 
inviting, it’s easy to 
see why this room 
is popular with the 
whole family.
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In its !rst incarnation, this circa 1890s home was a doctor’s 
surgery. A polished plaque above the door still bears the 
name Dorset – the doctor’s home in England. Transported 
to an acreage property from its original inner-city location, 
it’s now the much-loved family home of bespoke furniture 
craftsman Adam White – who runs Dorset Bottega (the latter 

is Italian for an artisan workshop) from the property – and his wife 
Kristn and their three children, Mia, William and Ava.

When the couple purchased the home it had been through a period 
of neglect. “It was structurally sound but in a sorry state, and those 
heritage colours had to go,” Adam notes. “We decided on a simple, 
sharp theme of white walls and a dark "oor.” Walls were painted in 
Dulux Lexicon, the trims in the same colour at quarter-strength and 
the "oors were sanded and stained in Feast Watson Black Japan.

The vestibule with its chequerboard "oor is a feature in itself, 
harking back to the Victorian-era when the house was established. 
The front three rooms are linked by doorways, which offers a clue 
to their original function as consulting rooms. While Adam was 
renovating the house, he uncovered remnants of plumbing !ttings for 
the surgery-room basins. “I love the fact that the house is steeped in 
history,” he says.

The family has !lled the home with ornate treasures, many crafted 
by Adam’s own hand, including the dining room table with its cabriole 
legs – a fusion of 17th-century French and Italian in"uences. “It’s my 
hybrid style, where I select little bits, shapes and pro!les from the 
era,” he says. Similarly, the dining cabinet is constructed from turn-of-
the-century reclaimed timbers, pine and American white oak, inlaid 
with intricate carvings. 
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Q UAI NT D E TAI L S
In the bedroom, an oil 
painting from a charity 
shop sits well with the 
Bianca Lorenne velvet 
comforter and floral 
cushion from Tahn 
Scoon Interiors.
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SOA K  IT  I N
The original  

clawfoot bath was 
re-enameled and 

painted in black and 
white to match the 

design concept. 
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“I love the fact that the house is steeped in history. We wanted to live  
in it for a year or two and really get a feel for what we needed”

The sumptuous living room is a family favourite with its cast-iron 
!replace, reproduction deer-antler chandelier and handcrafted 
leadlight windows which were painstakingly restored pane by pane. 
Airy and bright, it’s easy to see why the family enjoy spending most  
of their time in this space. 

The plush sofa, in a neutral biege, is lifted with the addition of "oral-
print cushions from Schumacher Sinhala Sky, velvet cushions from 
Warwick Dolce and a Bianca Lorenne throw. A hand-knotted rug 
from Bayliss completes the look, adding to the room’s warm ambiance.

An avid collector, Adam’s design ethos centres on sustainability, 
repurposing the unique and sourcing the beautiful and unusual. 
Fortunately, he has three containers to store his treasures and happily 
admits two are bursting at the seams.

Some of this bounty has been turned into art for their son’s room. 
“I collect children’s annuals, scan the images, retouch them, and print 
them onto canvas, then stretch them over a frame,” Adam explains.

With !ve bedrooms, two bathrooms and three living areas inside, 
and established expansive gardens outside, there’s plenty of room 
to roam and for the children to play. However, there’s still another 
chapter to be written for this family home. The couple have decided  
to hold off on their initial plan for major renovations but ideas for 
future extensions are in the works and include a new bathroom,  
a breakfast nook, laundry and a large alfresco area with a pool. “We 
wanted to live in it for a year or two and really get a feel for what we 
needed,” Adam says. 

And so the story continues. 
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GA R D EN  B L I S S
Ornate fencing and 
elements of formal 

landscaping tie in 
with the house’s 
classic features. 
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"The family has !lled the home with ornate  
treasures, many crafted by Adam’s own hand” 

G O  A LFR ESCO
The family often dine 
outdoors, decorating 
an American oak 
table of Adam's 
design with a Bianca 
Lorenne tablecloth.
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